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1. Statement of Principles
Instruct makes structural biology infrastructure available for access by European scientists from
Instruct Member countries.
Instruct Centres commit to the provision of a stated proportion of their total infrastructure access
capacity dedicated for Instruct activity. The proportion varies between Centres and is specified in
the Centres Agreement drawn up between Centres and the Coordination Hub for the delivery of
Instruct services. Committed Instruct capacity should be a minimum of 10% of total capacity and
typically 20-30% of total infrastructure access per Centre.
The principles of access provision are the following:
1. Access may be granted to any User.
2. Access is made available following review of proposals primarily for scientific quality and
technical feasibility.
3. Access to infrastructure at Instruct Centres is provided in standard access units as published
on the Instruct website.
4. Use of Instruct infrastructure has expert support at the platform.
5. For Users from Instruct Member countries, access to Instruct infrastructure for nonproprietary research is supported by Instruct funding.
6. For Users outside Instruct Member countries, access to Instruct infrastructure for nonproprietary research incurs a charge levied by the Instruct Centre based on a published
‘academic’ fee per access unit.
7. Users granted access for non-proprietary research must agree to publish and make publicly
available data arising from the access. Users must correctly acknowledge Instruct in any
publication arising from data generated as a result of access.
8. For Users undertaking proprietary research, a published commercial fee for service will be
levied by the Instruct Centre. Proprietary access does not require publication of the data.
Instruct access is managed through a central online portal at (http://www.structuralbiology.eu/).
The purpose of this policy is to provide Users accessing Instruct infrastructure with information and
guidance on eligibility for access, the review process, the remuneration available for physical access
visitors and the obligation to correctly acknowledge the infrastructure as appropriate.

2. Policy responsibility
The Instruct Executive Committee has overall responsibility for this policy and will review it at least
annually.

3. Proposal Submission and Review
Application calls for access will be published at least three times per year with a defined deadline.
An open access call may also be implemented.
All applications will be evaluated primarily on scientific merit; they should demonstrate innovative
approaches within integrative structural biology. Proposal revision and resubmission is allowed. The
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aim of Instruct is to encourage the integrative use of technology and methodologies. Guidelines for
applicants are provided on the Instruct website; support for applicants is available at
admin@structuralbiology.eu.

4. Eligibility for Instruct access
The following user groups are eligible for Instruct access:
Academic Users: Any scientist proposing access to undertake non-proprietary research.
a) Academic Users from Instruct Member countries: Access will be provided via one or more
Instruct Centres to infrastructure and be financially supported with Instruct funding
(covering travel, accommodation for the User and limited funding for consumables for the
Instruct Centre providing the access). The limits of Instruct funding available will be
published on the website. Access is granted on condition of data being made publicly
available and proper acknowledgement of Instruct.
b) Academic Users from non-Instruct Member countries: Access will be provided via one or
more Instruct Centres to infrastructure subject to a service fee at a published academic rate
being charged by the Instruct Centre for each access unit. Access is granted on condition of
data being made publicly available and proper acknowledgement of Instruct.
Commercial Users: Scientists from commercial organisations may apply through two different
routes:
a) Commercial scientists doing non-proprietary research: Any scientist from a commercial
pharmaceutical or biotechnology company from a member state can apply. Access is
granted for work using the same rules as for academic users. The proposers must agree to
publication of data (a publication delay can be negotiated to allow IP and patent processes).
Access is granted on condition of data being made publicly available and proper
acknowledgement of Instruct.
b) Commercial scientists doing proprietary research or requiring a service provision: Access
may be granted subject to the following: i) A commercial access service fee will be charged
per access unit; ii) IP issues will be agreed before commencement of the access. Commercial
access will not require data to be made publicly available.
Publication of research:
Instruct has a policy to publish data arising from research undertaken using Instruct infrastructure
in peer reviewed journals. Publication should include an acknowledgment of Instruct: "The
authors acknowledge the support of employees and the use of experimental resources
of Instruct”.

Users are required to submit to the Instruct Hub an experimental report generated as a result of the
use of Instruct facilities no later than twelve (12) months after the visit. Within thirty (30) days of
publication, users should notify Instruct of the title, authors and date of any scientific publications
or papers published as a result of Instruct access. Access to further Instruct Centre infrastructure
may be affected if users do not comply with this requirement.

5. Proposal review
Academic users and Commercial users submitting proposals for precompetitive research will be
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subject to the scientific review process. Proposal information will be shared with external experts to
review applications.
Moderators will assess proposals according to the following initial criteria:
1. Eligibility for Instruct funding support: Proposals must originate from an Instruct member
country.
2. Field of research and request for platform access: The research should fall within the broad field
of structural cell biology and be well matched to the infrastructure provided through Instruct.
Three reviewers will be appointed for each proposal; one internal reviewer and two external
reviewers. The Moderator may return comments to the User on the proposal outcome including
advice on next steps. The proposer will receive all three anonymised reviewers’ comments, their
scores and the Moderator’s comments.
Moderators and Reviewers will be bound by a confidentiality agreement not to disclose or
otherwise exploit any information that is provided as part of the access application.
Appeals: An applicant has the right to appeal the outcome of the review process. The Moderator
will manage this process according to the guidelines published on the website.
Proposals approved by the Review Panel will undergo a Technical Review by the Instruct Centre to
check on feasibility of the proposed work and capacity of the Centre to deliver the access
requested. The Instruct Centre will advise on the number of access units appropriate for the scale of
the work proposed.
Commercial Service Access proposals will not be subject to review. However proposals will undergo
a Technical review by an Instruct Centre as above.

6. Costs of access covered for Instruct member users
The complete model for Access funding includes the following components:
1. The cost of providing the infrastructure, its maintenance, instrument running costs, support
staff and nominated consumables costs for the access projects will be funded through the
member country ‘in-kind’ contribution to Instruct Centre (the “Facility Cost”). The value of
this contribution per access unit will be quantified by the Centre.
2. Travel and accommodation for Access will be reimbursed from Instruct funds administered
through the Instruct Hub (the “Support Cost”). The Support Cost per access visit will be
capped and the amount published on the website.
3. Instruct Centres will publish their unit costs for provision of access on the Instruct website.
The Centres will advise on the number of access units appropriate for each access visit, where
each visit may be allocated a support cost allowance for travel and accommodation (see
above).
4. Where consumable costs for access significantly exceed the unit cost as published, these
costs will be agreed between the Centre and the User before the work is undertaken, and a
mechanism to cover these costs will also be agreed. This may include an additional
contribution from the User towards the extra consumable costs.
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7. Terms and Conditions for Instruct Centres: User access
Users are required to comply with Instruct Centre health and safety rules, policies and procedures.
The Instruct Centres are responsible for ensuring compliance.
Users will notify Instruct prior to publicizing any part of the work conducted at Instruct Centres.
Intellectual property issues will be agreed before commencement of access at each Instruct Centre.
Limitation of liabilities will be explained and agreed before commencement of access at each
Instruct Centre.
Users shall at all times comply with all applicable laws, regulations and guidelines at each Instruct
Centre.
The use of facilities at Instruct Centres is deemed as acceptance of these Terms and Conditions,
sight of which should be made available to all users attending Instruct Centres for access.
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